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111, Some Conpectures concerning the Pofition
of the Colure #n the ancient Sphere; com-
municated in a Letter from the Rev? Ebe-

nezer Latham, M. D. and V.D. M, to Dr.
Mortimer, Secr. R, S,

SIR,

Read Nov. 18. Have an Opportunity of tran{miting
1742 to you a Draught of the Conftella-
tion Aries, as it was exattly copied by Dr. White,
from a Book in the fine Library of your learned
Uncle Samuel Sanders, Efq; a worthy Member of ‘the
Royvar Society. I do not know whether it may
not be cfteemed of fome Moment towards the deter-
mining the famous Controver(y with refpe@ to Sir
Ifaac Newtow's Chronology. Dr. Halley obferves *,
¢ That the Difpute is chiefly, Over what Part of the
« Back of Ariesthe Colure pafled. Sir Ifaac Newton
« takes it to be over the Middle of the Conftellation ;
¢« P. Souciet will have it, that it paffed over the Mid-
« dle of the Dodecatemorion of Aries, which by
« Confequence would make it pafs about Mid-way
“ between the Rump and Firlt of the Tail 5 which
Situation could never be faid to be over the Back:
Whereas, if the Ring in this Cut [ /ee iz the Tas.
Fig. 1.7 was defigned, as I apprchend, to image the

* Philofophical Tranfallions, W° 397. ;
Colure
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Colure in the ancient Sphere, it exallly anfwers Hip-
parchus’s Defcription——zy 2 g érépe xongow Qnot xédg
7% %p1% T vora xata wrar@.. and juftifics the Con-
firuction Sir Ifaac put on thofe Words beyond
Exception. The Sculptures from whence this was
taken, have the Title of Aratea, five Signa Celeftia,
in quibus Aftronomice Speculationes Veterum ad Ar-
chetypa vetuftifimi Arateorum Cefaris Germanici
Codicis (44) 06 oculos ponuntur a Facobo de Geyn ex
Biblioth. Acad. Lugd. Bat. Amftel. 1652. %

As I have no Opportunity to confult the Original,
it might give more Weight to the Account, if the
Connoiffeurs of your learned SocieTy could fupport
the Engraver’s Teltimony as to the great Antiquity of
that. I will only beg Leave to obfcrve farther, that
as this Catalogue begins with the Draco, which the
Ancients fecem to place at the Head of their Con-
fiellations 5 perhaps it may give fome Light into the
Time of the Book of o4, as well as into the Senfe
of that Place. For when he fays, Chap. xxvi. 13,
By his Spirit he has garnifbed the Heavens; his
Hand has formed the crooked Serpent ; 1{ubmit it to
the Judgment of the Critics, whether it is not highly
probable the Writer muft have lived within that
Pcriod of Time wherein a Star of that Conftellation
might pals for the Polar Star: And then, if the
Afterifms arc fuppofed to be placed in fome fuch Or-
der as here, the exprefs Mention that he only makes

. * Huyg. Grotii Batavi Syntagma Arateosrum: ex offic. Plantin.
4t0. See Germanicus’s Interpretation, p. 35. the Figure of the Con-
ftellation Aries.
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of this, was fufficient to refer usto the whole Syftem

or Furniture of the Heavens. But I am afraid I be-
come tedious. Iam »

2our Iluftrious SociETY’S,
and your moft obedient,
Findern, July 8. 1742. bumble Servant,

E. Latham.

IV. Zhe Cafe of an Extraordinary Dropfy,
communicated in a Letter from Tho. Short,
M. D. to C.Mortimer, M. D, Sec. R.S.

Sheffield, Aug. 2.1742.
S IR,

Read Nov. 18. HE following Cafe being fome-
1742 what uncommon, perhaps it may
not be wholly unworthy of your Notice. Laft ¥a-
nuary 1 wascalled tovifit a young Woman of Thirty
Years of Age, who about Seven Years ago, had like
a fevere Fit of the Stone in her Left Kidney, with
all the common Symptoms of a Stone, but by fome
Means recovered again. Three Years ago fhe had
another Fit, but got better in a few Days ; though the
moftly complaincd of a dull Pain in that Place ever
after.  When 1 faw her, I found her Menfes had
been very irregular and fmall fince her latt Paroxyfin,
and totally obftru&ted fince Seprember; her Pulfe
very {mall and quick, her Countenance pale and
languid ; a Pain at the Pit of her Stomach, towards
the
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